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In a recent visit to El Salvador, UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali praised the people
of El Salvador for their progress in adapting to a peacetime society since the signing of the peace
accords in 1992. However, he warned that several important provisions from the accords still must
be addressed before the peace process can be considered a success. These include strengthening the
new national police, judicial reform, and, above all, compliance with the explosive issue of benefits
for war-wounded veterans and land transfers for all ex-combatants. Because so many provisions of
the peace accords have still not been fulfilled, the Salvadoran government and the Frente Farabundo
Marti para la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN) have extended the period for completion of the peace
accords to October 31, six months beyond the April 30 deadline.
And, although the mandate for the UN observer mission (ONUSAL) expires April 30, Boutros Ghali
has agreed to leave a small contingent of observers in place to verify compliance with the remaining
provisions. In a visit to El Salvador April 1 and 2, Boutros Ghali commended the government
and the FMLN for their efforts in implementing the 1992 peace accords, and said that "peace is
irreversible." He also credited ONUSAL members for the major role they have played in "helping
the Salvadoran people comply with those accords." The mission is preparing to end its threeyear involvement in the Salvadoran peace process, during which it worked closely with both the
government and the FMLN.
"The country has moved from a violent and closed society toward democratic order in which the
institutions mandated to protect human rights and free expression are consolidating," said Boutros
Ghali. However, he warned that key aspects of the accord are still pending and some of these
pose a serious threat to peacetime stability. According to Boutros Ghali, one of the most pressing
problems is the government's failure to provide land, agricultural credit, and social assistance for
former combatants and civilians, which are conditions the government agreed to under the peace
accords. Recent violent confrontations between the new Policia Nacional Civil (PNS) and disabled
ex-combatants protesting the government's lack of compliance have grown increasingly violent.
A Feb. 14 demonstration by ex-army combatants demanding their welfare benefits ended violently,
with three policemen and several protesters wounded (see NotiSur, 02/24/95). And in January, the
Asociacion de Lisiados de la Fuerza Armada (ALFAES) took over several government buildings and
held some government workers hostage to draw attention to their plight (see NotiSur, 02/24/95).
Most recently, on March 29, wounded war veterans and the PNC clashed when police attempted to
prevent the marchers from reaching a hotel where the XVI Summit of Central American Presidents
was in progress. The demonstration was called by disabled ex-combatants from ALFAES and
the Asociacion Salvadorena de Lisiados y Discapacitados de Guerra (ASALDIG). According to
ASALDIG leader Juan Orellana, only 650 of the 12,000 disabled veterans have received their benefits
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and only US$4 million of the US$10 million budget assigned to the program has been approved by
the government.
The protest exploded when the PNC attempted to stop the marchers from approaching the hotel
where the region's presidents were meeting. In the ensuing melee, the police opened fire with
tear gas and rubber bullets, injuring some 15 people, including bystanders. Upwards of 200 were
arrested, although most were released the following day. In the aftermath of the demonstration,
ALFAES president Carlos Batres warned, "We've used all the legal mechanisms available to us. If
the government does not respond to our requests, the situation could become really dangerous."
ONUSAL chief Enrique Ter Horst charged the PNC with using excessive force against the
demonstrators and refuted official charges that the protesters were being manipulated. "It is difficult
to speak of manipulation when these people have clear and understandable demands... and one can
see that they have good reason to lose patience," said Ter Horst.
With so many provisions of the peace process still unfulfilled, the FMLN proposed a six-month
extension of the final date for completion, from April 30 to Oct. 31. FMLN leader Leonel Gonzalez
argued that there was no way the remaining accords could be completed by April 30, since barely
half the ex-combatants and civilians have received land and titles. To help speed up the transfer
process, the FMLN and the government agreed to reduce the number of beneficiaries of the land
transfer program from 47,500 to 40,000. According to ONUSAL figures, 18,816 ex-army and rebel
combatants and civilians have benefitted to date from the land transfer program.
Government officials claim that the process has been delayed because of a lack of funds. President
Calderon Sol accepted the FMLN proposal to extend the compliance deadline although he asked
that the period be referred to as a "new work program" instead of a "rescheduling." In addition,
Boutros Ghali promised that a small contingent of UN observers will remain in the country to
oversee the final compliance of the remaining accords, which include revamping the judicial system,
election reform, strengthening the PNC, and dismantling the death squads. (Sources: Inter Press
Service, 03/03/95, 03/19/95; Notimex, 03/20/95; United Press International, 04/02/95; Agencia France
Press, 03/29-04/03/95)
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